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FEDERAL JURY CONVI CTS BELI ZEAN GANG LEADER
OF MULTI - TON COCAI NE | MPORTATI ON OFFENSES

DAVID N. KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, announced that CGEORGE ENRI QUE
HERBERT, a Belizean gang | eader who worked wi th Mexi can and
Col onmbi an drug cartels, was convicted by a jury in Manhattan
federal court |ate yesterday on nultiple cocaine inportation
char ges.

The four-count Indictnent charged HERBERT with
conspiring with others to inport ton-quantities of cocaine into
the United States between March 2001 and August 2002, and with
three separate instances of shipping cocaine fromthe waters off
Belize to Mexico, with the intent or know edge that the drugs
woul d be inported into the United States.

According to the evidence at trial, HERBERT was
enlisted in March 2001 by a corrupt Belizean governnment official
working with the Mexican Juarez Cartel to assist in the snuggling
of ton-quantities of cocaine fromthe Atlantic coast of Col onbia

to Calderitas, Mexico. HERBERT, assisted by arned nenbers of a



Belize City street gang, the “George Street Crew,” received the
one-ton-plus cocaine shipnents in the waters off Belize from
speedboat s di spat ched by high-1evel Medellin cocaine supplier
Maurici o Ruda- Al varez. HERBERT and his associ ates then
transported the shipnments through the reefs and small islands off
Belize to the port of Calderitas, Mexico. |In Calderitas, Juarez
Cartel operatives, assisted by corrupt Mexican police, took
custody of the cocaine and shipped it to the United States. The
evidence at trial established that in this manner, HERBERT
participated in the inportation of at |east 12 tons of cocai ne
into the United States, as well as two cocai ne shi pnents,
totaling over two tons, that were foiled by the United States
Coast CGuard in the spring of 2002.

The jury convicted HERBERT on all four counts of the
Indictnent. The jury also found that HERBERT used firearns in
furtherance of the narcotics crines, and that he managed and
supervised others in the offenses. Each of the four counts of
conviction carries a mandatory m ni num sentence of 10 years’

i mprisonnment, and a nmaxi mnum sentence of |ife inprisonnent.
HERBERT i s schedul ed to be sentenced by United States
District Judge SIDNEY H. STEIN, who presided over the trial, on
March 5, 2005.
Jorge Manuel Torres Teyer and Victor Manuel Adan

Carrasco, |leaders of the Juarez Cartel in Belize and the Mexican



state of Quintana Roo, with whom HERBERT conspired, pled guilty
in Manhattan federal court in 2003, and were sentenced in My
2004 to terns of 38 years’ inprisonnent and 22 years

i mprisonnment, respectively. Mauricio Ruda-Alvarez, the Col onbi an
cocai ne supplier, was found nmurdered in the trunk of a car in
Medellin in Cctober 2002. The evidence at trial established that
two nonths prior, in August 2002, Ruda-Alvarez had comm ssioned a
failed attenpt to ki dnap HERBERT over a shipnent of cocai ne
HERBERT had st ol en.

Yest erday’ s conviction was the result of a joint
investigation involving the United States Attorney's O fice, the
New York Organized Crine Drug Enforcenment Strike Force (the
“Strike Force”), offices of the United States Drug Enforcenent
Adm nistration (“DEA’) in New York, Belize, Mexico and Col onbi a,
the Belize Directorate of Public Prosecutions, the Belize Police
Department, and the Col onbi an Departnment of Administrative
Security.

M . KELLEY praised the outstanding investigative
efforts of the Strike Force, the DEA, and | aw enforcenent
authorities in Belize and Col onbi a.

Assi stant United States Attorneys RI CHARD SULLI VAN and
ANl RUDH BANSAL are in charge of the prosecution

04- 249 HHtH



